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of time to Socialist propaganda in connection with the Fabian
Society and the Independent Labour Party, and I served for a year
on the National Administrative Council of the latter body. I was
also deeply interested in the work of the Co-operative movement,
for which I also did considerable educational work. I became a
member of the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society when I went to
live in Woolwich in the year 1890, and my name is still on its
membership roll. When I first knew it, the activities of the society
were restricted to the borough boundaries, and its membership
was comparatively small. It is a great satisfaction to me to have
taken a small part in its work, and to have seen it extend its bene-
ficent influence over an area which at present begins with Erith in
Kent and ends at Maiden in Surrey.
There was at one time a proposal that I should become the
secretary of the International Co-operative Alliance, whose head
office was, and still remains, in London. The Co-operative move-
ment on the continent of Europe was then rapidly extending, and
a secretary was required who was informed as to Co-operative
principles and practice, and who could speak the French and
German languages. It was thought that I might successfully fill
the position, and I was persuaded by the late Mr. Aneurin Williams,
M.P., who was the chief British representative of the alliance, to
submit my name for approval. The salary offered was more than
twice as much as I had ever received, and the work itself greatly
interested me. There were on the short list two other applicants
for the post, one of them an Austrian and the other an Italian,
but as neither of them had all the required qualifications, my
appointment was considered almost certain. With this end in
view I went to Ostend to interview the members of the International
Committee, prior to a meeting on the following day of delegates of
the societies, at which the actual appointment would be made. The
members of the committee were very friendly, and everything went
well until several of the British delegates raised the question of my
Labour activities, and then everything went badly.
My political opinions were well known to most of the British
representatives, inasmuch as I had frequently written and spoken
in favour of an alliance between the Labour and Co-operative
movements. This policy was, of course, anathema to the old
Liberal Co-operators, who sought to impose silence upon me on
Labour and Socialist matters, as a condition of my appointment.
The tone in which this requirement was made was such that had I